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Updates from Consulate General of India, Toronto 

Seminar on 'Energy Future' for ONGC and IIM, Calcutta delegation at University of Toronto 

Consul General Shri Dinesh Bhatia addressing the ONGC-IIM Delegation at University of Toronto 

Consulate General of India, Toronto organised a Briefing Session on ‘Energy Future’ at the Faculty of Forestry, University of 
Toronto with the support of Dr. Mohini Sain, Professor and Director, Centre for Biocomposites & Biomaterials Processing 
(CBBP) and his team for the visiting 25 members ONGC-IIM, Calcutta delegation. 
 
Consul General, in his remarks touched upon the existing bilateral relations between India and Canada and emphasized on the 
need for deepening and strengthening the synergies that exist between the two countries to enhance the volume of trade which 
continues to stagnate at mere US$ 6 billion. He also mentioned about two other important aspects of India-Canada relationship, 
one being the number of international students in Canada which has now increased to 1,24,000 and is a source of revenue for 
the Canadian Government. The other aspect is the contribution of Indo-Canadians in all aspects of life, especially, in the Greater 
Toronto Area (GTA) region. There are 1.3 Million Indians or persons of Indian origin (PIO) living in Canada, who are 3.7% of the 
total population of Canada and the number is 2nd after China. He talked about the contribution being made by Indo-Canadians 
in the Canadian political arena, especially, in the region of Ontario and that there are 04 federal ministers and 21 members of 
federal Parliament of Indian origin. 
 
Other participating Professors from the University of Toronto who made their presentations on different topics under the 
umbrella of ‘Energy Future’ included Professor Kristian Galberg, Administrator, Institute of Sustainable Energy, Professor David 
Sinton, Professor, Mechanical & Industrial Engineering, Canada Research Chair, Professor Alex IP, Director, Research & 
Partnerships, Sargent Group, Professor Arun Ramchandran, Associate Professor, Chemical Engineering & Applied Chemistry, 
Professor Edgar Acosta and Professor, Chemical Engineering & Applied Chemistry. 

Know Your India Programme(s) 

Know India Programme of the Ministry of External Affairs is a three-week orientation 
programme for diaspora youth conducted with a view to promote awareness on different 
facets of life in India and the progress made by the country in various fields e.g. economic, 
industrial, education, science & technology, communication & information Technology, 
culture.  

The Ministry also hosts overseas youth participants of Know Goa Programme for their Delhi and 
Agra part. Know Goa Programme is organized by the Government of Goa for NRI/PIO youths (in 
the age group of 18-28 years) whose forefathers have migrated from Goa and are presently 
residing overseas.  

Participation of CGI Toronto in Community Events in Greater Toronto Area  

Mr. Hoti Lal, Consul, OCI, Consulate General of India participated in the Ugadi celebrations organised by Kannada Sangha 
Toronto on April 21, 2018. Other important dignitaries included Ms. Bonnie Crombie, Mayor of Mississauga.  
 
Mr. Davinder Pal Singh, Consul (Press, Information & Community Welfare) participated in the exhibition, 'Lost Heritage - 
the Sikh Legacy in Pakistan' by Mrs. S Amardeep Singh, organised by Sikh Foundation of Canada. 

http://www.kip.gov.in/
http://www.mea.gov.in/know-goa-programme.htm


  

Visit of Prime Minister of India, Shri Narendra Modi to Sweden on 16-17 April 2018 

Updates from India 

Visit to Sweden 
At the invitation of Prime Minister of Sweden Stefan Lofven, Prime Minister of India visited Sweden on 16-17 April 2018. This 
was Prime Minister’s first visit to Sweden as well as a visit to Sweden by Indian Prime Minister after three decades. The visit 
took place at a time when India- Sweden economic ties have strengthened considerably. During the visit, India and Sweden also 
hosted a Summit, entitled ‘India-Nordic Summit : Shared Values, Mutual Prosperity’. All other Nordic Prime Ministers, attended 
the Summit hosted on 17 April. The Summit emphasized the India’s strong commitment to innovation and digital initiatives as 
key to prosperity and sustainable development, with national flagship programmes such as Make in India, Start-up India, 
Digital India and Clean India. 
 
Visit to UK 
At the invitation of Prime Minister Theresa May, the Prime Minister of India, Mr Narendra Modi visited the United Kingdom 
(UK) as a Guest of Government on 18 April 2018. The two leaders held wide-ranging and constructive discussions and 
underlined our strategic partnership and growing convergence on regional and international issues. Prime Minister Modi also 
participated in the Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting in London from 19-20 April 2018. The UK and India will now 
work closely together and with other Commonwealth member-states, the Commonwealth Secretariat and other partner 
organisations to address shared and global challenges.  

Prime Minister of India, Shri Narendra Modi with Prime Minister of 

Sweden, Mr. Stefan Löfven in Stockholm 

Prime Minister and Stefan Lofven, Prime Minister of Sweden 

interacted with Swedish CEOs in Stockholm  
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Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi met Prime Minister of United 

Kingdom, Ms. Theresa May Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi attended UK-India CEO Forum held at Francis Crick Institute in London 

Prime Minister with Heads of Government at the formal opening of the CHOGM Summit in London from 19-20 April, 2018 

Visit of Prime Minister of India, Shri Narendra Modi to UK on 18th April 2018 
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Updates from India 
 

Global Tender Notices: Ministry of Home Affairs   
Global tender Online Bids (Technical and Financial) for the supply/installation/commissioning of HIGH RESOLUTION 
SPECTRAL COMPARATOR SYSTEM as per details in the schedule to tender. 
Ministry of Home Affairs (Click here) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

News Updates from India   

World Bank forecasts 7.3 pc growth for India this year 
http://ptinews.com/news/9651401__World-Bank-forecasts-7-3-pc-growth-for-India-this-year$storyes  
The World Bank today forecast a growth rate of 7.3 per cent for India this year and 7.5 per cent for 2019 and 2020, and noted 
that the country's economy has recovered from the effects of demonetisation and the Goods and Services Tax. "Growth is 
expected to accelerate from 6.7 in 2017 to 7.3 per cent in 2018 and to subsequently stabilise supported by a sustained recovery 
in private investment and private consumption," the World Bank said in its twice-a-year South Asia Economic Focus. 
 
India-US to strengthen energy tie ups 
http://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/india-us-to-strengthen-its-alliance-in-oil-gas-power-renewable-
energy-118041700824_1.html  
India and the United States on Tuesday decided to increase its co-operation in oil and gas, power, renewable energy and coal 
sectors during the first meeting of the US-India Strategic Energy Partnership. US president Donald Trump and Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi had announced the partnership on June 26, 2017, in Washington, D.C. Through the partnership, the United 
States and India collectively seek to enhance energy security, expand energy and innovation linkages across respective energy 
sectors, bolster strategic alignment, and facilitate increased industry and stakeholder engagement in the energy sector, the 
government said in a statement. 
 
India exports record 3.95 lakh tonnes of coffee in FY18 
http://ptinews.com/news/9657822__India-exports-record-3-95-lakh-tonnes-of-coffee-in-FY18$storyes  
Coffee exports from India, Asia's third-largest producer and exporter, reached an all-time high at 3.95 lakh tonnes in the 2017-
18 fiscal on strong demand for instant coffee, according to state-run Coffee Board. The country had exported 3.55 lakh tonnes 
of coffee in the previous year. "The coffee exports were at all-time high in FY 2017-18 because of increased shipments of value-
added products, especially instant coffee," a senior board official told PTI. 
 
World Bank praises India's Aadhaar push 
https://www.livemint.com/Politics/YogRPXZunExl21fTLFfwPI/World-Bank-praises-Indias-Aadhaar-push.html  
In a strong defence of Aadhaar, the World Bank on Thursday said India’s “strong government” push to increase account 
ownership through biometric identification cards helped narrow both the gender gap and the gap between the rich and poor. 
India has significantly reduced the gender gap in providing access to financial services with 77% women against 83% men 
having bank accounts, the World Bank said in its Global Findex database 2017 released on Thursday.  
 
PE investments soar 76% to USD 4 bn in Mar qtr 
http://ptinews.com/news/9658035__PE-investments-soar-76--to-USD-4-bn-in-Mar-qtr--Report$storyes  
PE investments witnessed a robust 46 per cent jump in deal values at USD 1.3 billion in March, taking the total tally for the first 
quarter of 2018 to USD 4 billion, up 76 per cent over the same period a year ago, says a report. According to assurance, tax and 
advisory firm Grant Thornton, there were 59 PE transactions worth USD 1.3 billion in March this year, while in the 
corresponding period last year it stood at USD 888 million by way of 70 deals. In the January-March quarter, there were 205 PE 
transactions worth USD 4.0 billion; while in the same period a year ago, 196 deals involved USD 2.27 billion. 
 
India ranks 10th on new Commonwealth innovation index 
http://ptinews.com/news/9651026__India-ranks-10th-on-new-Commonwealth-innovation-index$storyes  
India was today ranked 10th on a new Commonwealth Innovation Index, topped by the UK, Singapore and Canada. The index 
was launched as part of a new Commonwealth Innovation Hub on the sidelines of the Commonwealth Heads of Government 
Meeting (CHOGM) here.  
 
India to grow at 7.4 per cent in 2018 
http://www.ptinews.com/news/9653041__India-to-grow-at-7-4-per-cent-in-2018--IMF$storyes  
India is expected to grow at 7.4 per cent in 2018 and 7.8 per cent in 2019, leaving its nearest rival China behind respectively at 
6.6 and 6.4 per cent in the two years, the IMF said today. With growth picking up after falling sharply in the second quarter of 
2017 due to "one-off factors", India in 2018 and 2019 would re-emerge as one of the fastest growing major economies, it said. 

*News Reports included in this Newsletter have been sourced from third party websites/portals. Consulate General of India, Toronto does not modify/alter their content in any manner 
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